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Controlling Criminogenic Factors
in the Family Setting

Abstract

The family, as the first and most fundamental social institution, plays a
decisive role in shaping individuals’ personalities, values, and behavioral
patterns. A substantial body of criminological research indicates that many
delinquent behaviors among children and adolescents stem not primarily
from formal social control institutions, but from the structure, functioning,
and relationships within the family environment. Parental supervision
deficiencies, disruptions in emotional bonds, lack of psychological and
social support, improper parenting models, and family structural instability
are among the factors that can create conditions conducive to criminal
behavior.

This article aims to analyze the family’s role in controlling criminogenic
factors and to elucidate the mechanisms of social prevention of delinquency
within this setting. The study employs a descriptive—analytical approach
based on documentary and library research. Key criminological theories,
including social control theory, social learning theory, and the routine
activity theory, are examined alongside domestic and international empirical
findings and perspectives from Islamic criminology.

The findings indicate that the family has a dual role in the delinquency
process; that is, it can function both as a deterrent and as a facilitator of
criminal behavior. Strengthening informal social controls, enhancing
parenting skills, providing moral education, and implementing family-
centered interventions are among the most important strategies for reducing
delinquency at the family level. The results underscore the necessity for
social policymakers and educational institutions to focus on the family as
the central axis of social crime prevention.

Keywords: Family, Social prevention, Delinquency, Criminogenic factors,
Social control.



